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Figure 1: Shifting Datum

ABSTRACT
Shifting Datum is an installation that critically examines the re-
lationship between New Orleans – a city much of which is at or
below current sea level – and changes in relative sea level. With
the increasing interest among the artists and designers on how to
integrate research into their practice, we present Shifting Datum
as a critical inquiry speculating on environmental issues such as
rising sea levels. This paper introduces the recent movement of
speculative design, frames Shifting Datum as a critical lens for in-
quiry into the near future, and describes the process of developing
and fabricating the installation.
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CCS CONCEPTS
• Human-centered computing→ Visualization.
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1 INTRODUCTION
Artists, activists, and designers have often identified problems, crit-
icized the status quo, and suggested alternative solutions through
their practices using artwork, installations, artefacts, or design
prototypes. For example, Chinese contemporary artist Ai Weiwei
created an installation, Remembering (2009), made of nine thou-
sand children’s backpacks installed on the facade of the museum
in Munich [6]. His installation aimed to criticize the lack of pub-
lic information transparency during the Sichuan earthquake in
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